This alertness of Bapu, which in Buddhist termi-
nology is called smriti (constant awareness), astonished
me.

26. 'BABAJI' KRIPALANI
When the wily Government of Bihar failed in its
efforts to get Bapu to leave Champaran,1 it tried an-
other trick. The Lieut. Governor and other big-wigs
sent for him and said: ceWe can trust you, Mr. Gandhi,
but have you any idea what your colleagues and com-
panions are like? We know them. Unscrupulous fellows,
we assure you!"
Those poor officials had no idea that this was the
worst possible line to take with Bapu. "You," Bapu
retorted promptly, "o;nly know them from a distance;
I live with them day and night. Personal experience
has convinced me that these people are far better folk
than I am. I do not know one amongst them who can be
called cbadV>
The Police Commissioner it was, I think, who
said: "Your colleague, Prof. Kripalani, has a very bad
record on our files. He is a thorough mischief-monger!
An agitator, if ever there was one."
Bapu burst out laughing. "Do you know," he
asked mirthfully, "what Prof. Kripalani is doing at my
place? He spends all his time helping Mrs. Gandhi to
cook for us all! What mischief do you suppose the poor
fellow can be making there?"
1 Gandhiji defied the order to quit served on him on April
16, 1917.
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